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Course Description

• LA 112: Contemporary Issues

An experiential interdisciplinary topics 
course focused on an issue of importance 
in today’s world. This course includes a 
first-hand experience with individuals or 
groups involved in direct action on the 
issue. Course activities will serve to show 
students how diverse disciplines provide 
perspectives for understanding and 
analyzing the issue and possible 
approaches for addressing the issue.

• Spring 2018 Topic: Ethical 
Considerations in the Era of Big Data
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• Final Project:                        
Case Study Paper on        
Topic of Student’s Choice
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• Guest speakers
• Where to look for guest speakers

• Alumni

• Campus offices

• Local businesses and government

• Upperclassmen students

• Balance of general discussions 
with hands-on experiences with 
real, relevant data



Sample Project #1: College Correlations

• Find examples of positive, 
negative, and no correlation 
using the College Scorecard 
Dataset 
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/data/

• Discuss the ways colleges may 
use this information and the 
possible impacts

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/data/


Sample Project #2: Predictive Policing

• Have students create their own policing recommendations using publicly 
available crime data - https://www.policedatainitiative.org/datasets/

• Indianapolis: ~50,000 crime reports from 6 police zones

https://www.policedatainitiative.org/datasets/


Sample Solution
Proportion of Black Residents

• Reveals possibility of biased input data 
• Prompts discussion about feedback loops

Map of IMPD Police Zones

https://statisticalatlas.com/county/Indiana/Marion-County/Race-and-Ethnicity#data-map/tract


Incorporating in Other Classes
Courses

• Big Data in the Professional 
Workplace (upper-level)

• Quantitative reasoning 

• Introductory statistics

Methods of Integration

• One day (or one topic) discussion of 
data ethics 

• “Data in the News” Assignment

• Cautions related to settling for 
correlation over causation

• Difficulty of de-anonymization when 
discussing study design

• Intentional reflection on human 
factor before, during, and after data 
analysis



Final Takeaways

• Thinking about the human face of big data is 
important for everyone

• Encourage reflection as a vital part of process of 
drawing conclusions from data

• Don’t need an entire course -- just do what you 
can to make students aware


